
Newsletter                    November 2017 

 

‘Dedicated to preserving the health service history of Central Queensland’ 

President’s Report 

Once again Christmas has crept upon us and no doubt 
you are all busy preparing to celebrate Christmas with 
family and friends. 

Our year at the Country Hospital Museum has been 
busy with our members helping to maintain the collec-
tion and the surrounds and keep them in good order.  
The Market Days are always attended by committee 
personnel and they are happy to answer any questions 
you may have. 

At our Annual General Meeting in September we had 
some visitors attend who are now members.  We would 
like to thank our retiring committee members Ashley 
Reid and Carol McIver for their ongoing support.  We 
would like to welcome Matthew Johnson Dorothy 
Broad and Daphne Murdoch to the committee.  Their 
expertise and support will be appreciated. 

Although Ashley has resigned from the committee, she 
will continue to organise the changing displays in the 
foyer.  The current display depicts Tannachy/St John’s 
Hospital.  Our thanks to Jacqui Geraghty for assistance 
in sorting and preparing the material.  The displays are 
changed approximately every two to three months and 
Ashley researches and prepares a topic of interest 
ready for the next display.  We would encourage you all 
to come and visit the museum and have a look at the 
static displays.  I am sure you will find them interesting.  
Carol will also continue to assist whenever she can. 

The Tuesday volunteer group lead by Del continues to 
work diligently preparing the old nursing records ready 
for entry on the data base.  They enjoy a morning of 
friendship and chatter and of course morning tea.  
Thank you all for your continued assistance. 

Errol and Janet are continuing with the library catalogu-
ing.  This is also a big task.  However, we are fortunate 
to have their expertise in library book description and 
cataloguing. 

Many thanks to Errol, our secretary.  Errol answers all 
queries regarding people and places and a lot of inter-
est comes from our Newsletter which is prepared by 
Errol.  He does an excellent job in maintaining the inter-
net and website which is well worth having a look at.  
(www.achha.org.au) 

Our Country Hospital Museum is run by our committee 
and members.  We rely on members contributions as 
we are a separate entity from the Heritage Village.  We 
pay our insurance and collection maintenance and up-

keep.  We have our own computer system to record 
our collection and maintain the data base for future 
reference.  Our money is raised from member fees and 
donations.  The Heritage village does building repairs, 
vacuums floors in public areas, maintains the yard and 
provides power for which we are grateful. 

I would like to thank all of the committee members and 
volunteers for their continued help and good work over 
the year and I wish you all a very Happy Festive season 
and a Prosperous New Year.   To our members thank 
you for supporting us and we look forward to 2018.  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 

Lorraine Antonello 

President 

Essential viewing - Ashley’s Digital Story video about 
local nurses who served in World War 1 

All members will be aware of the work that Ashley has 
undertaken over the past three years to track down 
and tell the story of local nurses who served Australia 
in World War 1.  The outstanding work has certainly 
attracted the attention of staff at the Queensland State 
Library who are working on the commemoration of the 
centenary of World War 1.  Ashley has had invitations 
to present her work in Brisbane and was also invited to 
an important exhibition in Mackay which also involved 
the Australian War Memorial.  As a reminder for mem-
bers reading this newsletter, you can view Ashley’s 
research on our Association website at: 

http://achha.org.au/WW1-AANS-ver-3.php 

In further recognition of the importance of this project, 
the State Library of Queensland recently commissioned 
a professionally made digital story “Central Queensland 
Nurses of the First World War” to examine the training, 
dedicated service and legacy of central Queensland 
nurses who enlisted in the Australian Army Nursing 
Service during the First World War, and to highlight the 
work of the Rockhampton Country Hospital Museum in 
uncovering their stories. 

Be sure to watch this outstanding video which you will 
find on the internet by typing the following phrase into 
your web browser:  Central Queensland Nurses of the 
First World War. 

Ashley appears live in the video in which she tells the 
story of her project as images of World War 1 nurses 
are seen in the background. 

http://www.achha.org.au
http://achha.org.au/WW1-AANS-ver-3.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubMPmYAIdAo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubMPmYAIdAo
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Rockhampton’s First Sixty Years - Plague, Pestilence 
and Pandemics  - Ashley Reid 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) supports the 
view that immunization prevents an estimated 2 to 3 
million deaths every year from diphtheria, tetanus, 
pertussis (Whooping Cough), and measles.   

What is the World Health Organisation?  In 1945, when 
diplomats from several countries met in Geneva to 
form the United Nations, one topic discussed was 
setting up a global health organization.  WHO began on 
7th April 1948, a date now celebrated every year as 
World Health Day.  Today, doctors, public health spe-
cialists, scientists and epidemiologists work in 150 
countries around the world to ensure people attain the 
best possible level of health.    

During the first sixty years of Rockhampton’s growth, 
the health of early immigrants and settlers was consid-
erably impacted by the lack of immunization both here 
and in Britain. This resulted in localized epidemics of 
infectious (contagious) diseases spread from the arrival 
of the new immigrants.   

The Medical Journal of Australia in an article titled 
“History of Australian Medicine The rise and fall of in-
fectious diseases: Australian perspectives, 1914–2014”, 
reported gastroenteritis, diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
whooping cough and measles between them killed one 
of every 30 live-born children in Australia in 1911. 

Headstones can be found in cemeteries across the 
country with the names of several small children from 
the same family who died in the same year, most likely 
during an epidemic of an infectious disease. 

In 1853, William and Charles Archer, while exploring in 
Central Queensland, named the Fitzroy River in honour 
of the New South Wales Governor, Sir Charles Fitz Roy.  
Returning two years later, they built a jetty on the river 
bank near what is now called Fitzroy Street.  This al-
lowed supplies to be shipped from Maryborough to the 
Archer brothers who had commenced sheep grazing at 
Gracemere outside Rockhampton.  

The Fitzroy River and the year 1858 were to play im-
portant roles in the development of Rockhampton.  

Central Queensland historian, Dr. Barbara Webster, 
compiling “A timeline of change on the Fitzroy River, 
1855 to 1965, focusing on the Port of Rockhampton”, 
records Rockhampton as being classified by the NSW 
government in 1858 as a Port of Entry thus allowing 
ships to transport immigrants and supplies from Eng-
land to Keppel Bay, then up the Fitzroy River to the 
new township of Rockhampton.   

Not all immigrants were able to afford the fares as 
Nominated Passenger travelling on upper decks as First 
Class Passengers to Rockhampton.  Fares for immi-
grants wishing to travel were advertised in an article 
“Emigration to Australia.”  Male Nominated Passengers 
paid £2 (two pounds) for children 1-12 years, £4 be-
tween 12-40 years and over 40 years and under 55 

The President and members  
of the ACHHA  

Management Committee  
wish our members and        

volunteers a very Happy 
Christmas and good health 

and prosperity in 2018. 

We look forward to your visits  
to our Museum and your on-
going support with the task of 

further developing what is  
already an excellent resource 
both for our region and the 

wider Australian and         
International Communities. 

Association Membership 

The Association welcomes your support for our activi-
ties.  If you wish to join our Association, application 
forms are available from Committee members, from the 
Contact us page of our website www.achha.org.au or by 
emailing secretary@achha.org.au  

Please make cheques payable to Australian Country 
Hospital Heritage Association Inc. and post to ACHHA 
Inc, Box 4035, Rockhampton Qld 4700 or pay by direct 
deposit to our Westpac Membership Account BSB 034-
210 Account No. 23-3836.  To enable us to identify you, 
please use your family name plus Mem (for member-
ship).  Any of the Committee members listed on the 
final page will be pleased to assist you. 

Membership Fees 

Annual membership is $20.00 for an individual and 
$30.00 for a family.  Life membership is $200.00 for an 
individual and $300.00 for a family. 

Donations 

Our Association (ABN: 86 751 554 596) is registered 
with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Com-
mission.  If you wish to make a tax-deductible donation, 
pay as above or by direct deposit to our Museum     
Account BSB 034-210 Account No. 23-3844.  Identify 
yourself by your family name plus Don (for donation) 
and make sure we have an address for your receipt. 

http://www.achha.org.au
mailto:secretary@achha.org.au
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years, £8.  Females travelling as Nominated Passengers 
paid £1 for children 1-12 years, £2 from 12-40 years. 
Over 40 years and under 55 years paid £8. Male and 
female passengers over 55 paid the full fare of £13 13s. 

Farmers, market gardeners and dairymen could apply to 
travel as Assisted Passengers.  The cost of their fares 
was based on an assessment of their individual situation 
conducted by the authorities.  These passengers would 
travel as Second Class or Steerage in lower decks.  Fe-
male domestic servants and farm hands travelled free 
and were also accommodated below deck. 

With each voyage to Rockhampton from England taking 
between 4 to 6 months, deaths at sea by drowning dur-
ing wild storms and from infectious diseases became a 
reality for both passengers and crew.  Life was difficult 
for passengers who were unable to pay for upper deck 
accommodation as they were forced to spend the voy-
age below decks in cramped conditions with poor venti-
lation, few washing and toileting facilities and food sup-
plies often spoilt by rats and mice - conditions ideal for 
the spread of infectious diseases.  Conditions were not 
made any more comfortable with many passengers 
suffering from dysentery. 

Frequently, passengers who survived the arduous trips 
brought diseases with them into the already struggling 
township which had no reliable clean water supply or 
sanitation.   

Married couples' accommodation in steerage: bunks to the 
left and right; central table; light from the uncovered 
hatch.   Source: State Library of Victoria Newspaper Collec-
tion Image 1 of 2. 

Among the cargo unloaded in 1858 was a small prefabri-
cated building shipped from Sydney to become the first 
hospital on what was later to be known as Victoria Pa-
rade between Albert and Cambridge Streets.  Soon the 
hospital, already too small to meet the health needs of 
the community, was overwhelmed.   

Despite the township still consisting mainly of hastily 
built shacks and tents, in 1858 a town survey was under-
taken, streets were planned and land sales of land com-
menced.  

The discovery of gold in 1858 at Canoona, approx. 50 
km north-west of Rockhampton on the Fitzroy River, 
had a profound effect on the new township.  The pro-
spect of acquiring the precious metal brought a rush of 

miners arriving on ships from the Gladstone area along 
with men from the southern states, again placing an 
extra burden on the hospital. 

Source: http://australiangoldfields.freeforums.org/
detecting-rockhampton-area-t2510.html?mobile=mobile 

Among the passengers headed for Canoona was Dr A. C. 
Robertson from Gladstone.  He stayed on the gold field 
for only a short time before returning to Rockhampton 
where he was appointed as the first House Surgeon at 
the hospital, a position he held for only a brief period.  

The mine was short lived and following the its closure 
many miners moved into the community of Rockhamp-
ton while many more disillusioned men left the area, 
returning to southern states. 

Dr. Webster describes 1863 as “A peak year of immigra-
tion to Rockhampton with four ships carrying 2,194 pas-
sengers of whom about 1,500 remained in town.”   

An early resident of Rockhampton, reputed to have 
been Rockhampton’s first historian, Mr John Theophilus 
Symons Bird, wrote articles for The Morning Bulletin 
and The Capricornian newspapers which were later 
printed and published by the Morning Bulletin in 1904.  
This was titled “An Early History of Rockhampton, Deal-
ing chiefly with events up till 1870”.  Articles included 
stories of the many ships arriving in Rockhampton.  

In one article he described a disastrous voyage in 1863 
when the ship, “Hannah More” arrived after a voyage 
lasting 130 days.  It had left Liverpool, England in Janu-
ary with 420 immigrants aboard but during the voyage 
38 passengers, mostly children, had died and on arrival 
the ship had to be quarantined due to several passen-
gers suffering Typhus Fever, Scarlet Fever, and Whoop-
ing Cough.  (Note: Typhus Fever, not to be confused 
with Typhoid Fever, is transmitted to humans through 
bites from fleas and ticks.) 

Describing the arrival in 1863 of the ship “Saldanha” 
with 620 immigrants on board, Mr. Bird wrote of Scarlet 
Fever and Measles been widespread among the passen-
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gers during the voyage and, as the last case occurred 
only 9 days before entering Rockhampton, the passen-
gers were forced to remain at Brown’s Crossing on the 
south side of the river for 14 days in tents until they 
were allowed to enter the town. 

(Note: Scarlet Fever is an infectious disease caused by 
bacteria and prior to the development of antibiotics was 
considered a serious childhood illness causing major 
health complications.) 

 

Ships docked at the wharf in Quay Street, Rockhampton, 1864.  
Image sourced from Picture Queensland, State Library of 
Queensland 

Ships continued to arrive in Rockhampton bringing more 
immigrants and cargo.  Dr. William Callaghan arrived In 
July 1861 and was appointed District Coroner and Gov-
ernment Medical Officer and House Surgeon at the hos-
pital.  The Capricornian Newspaper, reporting on his 
death in the 6th April 1912 edition, informed readers Dr. 
Callaghan had been to Australia on two or three occa-
sions as Ship’s Surgeon – Superintendent before settling 
in Rockhampton. 

Soon after arriving, Dr Callaghan realised the need to 
have an Immigration Depot built to quarantine passen-
gers arriving with a wide range of infectious diseases.  
Passengers would then remain in quarantine until they 
were cleared of disease and allowed to enter the town-
ship.  Mr. Bird recorded the first “Depot” being located 
on the riverbank within the town but later relocated a 
few miles from the centre of town at the southern end 
of Rockhampton in the area now known as Depot Hill.  
An article in the Brisbane Courier Mail on Thursday 15 
February 1866 reported that the Quarantine Depot 
would cost one thousand five hundred pounds to build 
and consist of a series of wooden buildings which would 
allow for the quarantine of people with different infec-
tious diseases.  

The Depot later included a Lock Hospital where prosti-
tutes with venereal diseases could be admitted and 
forced to remain as inpatients until cleared of disease.   

The hurriedly built settlement was now growing into a 
town of considerable size and even with the addition of 
a new wing in 1865 the hospital became overcrowded. 
In August 1867, construction of a new hospital com-
menced on the Athelstane Range in Canning Street.  
Following the opening of the new hospital in July, 1868, 

an article on p. 2 of The Morning Bulletin 
(Rockhampton) on Saturday 22 November 1879 advised 
readers of the proposed sale of the land on the river 
and removal of the Depot and Lock Hospital buildings. 

Rockhampton continued to grow as more immigrants 
and people from southern states arrived.  The census 
conducted in 1901 showed Rockhampton’s population 
had grown to 19,691.  However the life expectancy for 
males was only 54.2 years and for females 59.3 years. 

Dr. David Carment, Senior Lecturer in History at the Uni-
versity College of the Northern Territory, writes in a 
document titled “Rockhampton Hospital 1885-1945”, of 
continuing difficulties for the hospital during an out-
break of Bubonic Plague in 1906.  In a Blog on the 
Queensland State Library website called “BLACK DEATH 
IN QUEENSLAND,” the writer states the first case of Bu-
bonic Plague in Queensland occurred in Rockhampton in 
April 1900, some six years before the major outbreak. 

The 1906 outbreak again taxed the hospital resources as 
staff struggled to cope with the number of patients 
needing to be admitted.  A detached building in the 
grounds became the isolation ward with extra nurses 
employed to care for the patients.   

Reporting the hospital activities for the year 1906 - 
1907, Dr Carment writes that there were 1826 visits 
from outpatients and the daily average number of in-
patients was 93.5 in 1906.  There were 109 beds, 77 for 
males but only 32 for females.  The total number of in-
patients for the year was 616 with one full-time medical 
officer, seventeen nurses and ten other full-time staff 
members to treat and care for patients. 

Rockhampton Hospital 1902.   Source ACHHA collection. 

The number of Queenslanders reported to be affected 

by Bubonic Plague during the 1906 outbreak is recorded 
as 136, resulting in 57 deaths across the State.  (Source: 
The Queensland Government Office of Economic and 
Statistical Research, in Ch. 8, p. 257 of “Past and Pre-
sent: 100 Years of Statistics 1896-1996”). 

(Note: Bubonic Plague was caused by the bite of an in-
fected flea and was known as the "Black Death" during 
the fourteenth century when it caused an estimated 50 
million deaths. 

Infectious disease epidemics continued to impact on the 
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residents and health services of Rockhampton over the 
next several decades until improved hygiene practices, 
clean drinking water, sanitation, vaccines and antibi-
otics became available to control the spread of many 
infectious diseases.  

One such epidemic was the Spanish Influenza, brought 
home to Australia by soldiers returned from fighting 
abroad in the Great War, World War One.  Spanish In-
fluenza swept through many countries across the world 
causing several million deaths during 1918 and 1919.  

Rockhampton did not escape and soon the hospital was 
overwhelmed with patients requiring care.  Hospital 
staff were also affected and volunteers were recruited 
to assist during this stressful period. Dr Carment wrote 
of 498 patients requiring inpatient treatment at the 
hospital with 44 succumbing to the disease.   

Cover-all outfits such as this were worn as a protection dur-
ing the 1919 influenza epidemic. Source: ACHHA collection  

One of the victims in 1919 was Mr Robert Reynolds 
Dawbarn, Secretary to the Rockhampton Hospital Com-

mittee. 

Smallpox was the first disease to be tackled through 
vaccination.  By the 18th Century it was known that 
people who survived smallpox were then immune from 
it.  There was also evidence that milkmaids who had 
contracted Cowpox through their work were immune 
from Smallpox. In 1796, Edward Jenner used this 
knowledge to develop the first vaccine, the use of which 
spread quickly.  The first Smallpox vaccine used in Aus-
tralia was sourced from England in 1804.  Following the 
Victorian Compulsory Vaccination Act of 1874 which 
required all children to be vaccinated against Smallpox 
within six months of birth, Australia has been quick to 
take up further vaccines as soon as they have become 
available.   

Today the incidence and spread of infectious diseases 
around the world continues to be closely monitored by 
the World Health Organisation.  In Australia GPs and 
other doctors work closely with Public Health Units 
(PHU) to focus on protecting health by monitoring out-
breaks of infectious diseases, preventing disease and 
promoting wellbeing at a local community level.  

Governments have become increasingly involved in 
promoting vaccination with media programs run to in-
crease awareness for the need to vaccinate.  Infor-
mation is readily available to assist parents track when 
their own or children’s next vaccination is due and older 
persons are encouraged to participate in vaccination 
programs. 

To read a story related to the Iron Lung used during an 
outbreak of Poliomyelitis in Rockhampton visit ACHHA 
website: http://www.achha.org.au/ironlung.php 

Sources: 

1. WHO Immunization Coverage Fact Sheet Reviewed 
March 2017, WHO | Immunization coverage. 

2. Medical Journal of Australia,  “The rise and fall of 
infectious diseases: Australian perspectives, 1914-2014” 
| Medical Journal of Australia. 

3. Vaccine History Timeline Victoria Health, https://
www2.health.vic.gov.au/public health/immunisation/
immunisation-schedule-vaccine-eligibility-criteria/
vaccine-history-timeline. 

4. Dr. Barbara Webster “A timeline of change on the 
Fitzroy River, 1855 to 1965, focusing on the Port of 
Rockhampton”. 

http://library-resources.cqu.edu.au/cqu5178/timeline/
timeline/timeline.pdf 

5. “Emigration to Australia.” 

   http://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/products/reports/qld-
past-present/qld-past-present-1896-1996-ch03-sec-
02.pdf 

6. Queensland State Archives 

7. State Library of Victoria Newspaper Collection 

8. 1850s–70s: Museums Victoria 

9. Australian Goldfields Prospectors website: http://
australiangoldfields.freeforums.org/favicon.ico 

 10. Mr J T S Bird “An Early History of Rockhampton, 
Dealing chiefly with events up till 1870” 

  https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/data/UQ_216457/
AU4009 

 11. State Library of Queensland 

 12. TROVE Newspaper archives 

 13. The Queensland Government Office of Economic 
and Statistical Research 

       http://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/products/reports/qld-
past-present/qld-past-present-1896-1996-ch08-sec-
04.pdf 

 14. Dr. David Carment “Rockhampton Hospital, 1858-
1945.  

     https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/data/
UQ_205737/ 

 15. John Oxley Library  

        Black Death in Queensland | John Oxley Library 

16.  Information from the Australian Country Hospital 
Heritage Association Inc. Archives. 



ACHHA Newsletter Nov 2017                  Page 6 

‘‘Dedicated to preserving the health service history of Central Queensland’ 

Association contact details: 

Australian Country Hospital Heritage Association Inc. 
PO Box 4035 Rockhampton Qld 4700 
[Incorporation Number: IA20217] 
Website: www.achha.org.au   Email: enquiries@achha.org.au 

Elected Office Bearers 
   President:           Lorraine Antonello 
   Vice-President:  Christine Putman 
   Secretary:           Errol Payne 
   Treasurer:           Kay Smith 
 
    Archivist:          Yvonne Kelley 

Committee Members 
  Dorothy Broad 
  Nancy Crapp 
  Matthew Johnson 
  Del Leitgeb 
  Daphne Murdoch 
  Norma West 

Dr Vivian Voss with nurses, children and babies at the Rockhampton Women’s Hospital ca. 1910 

Our attention was recently drawn to a photograph of Dr Vivian Voss with nurses and babies at the Rockhampton 
Women’s Hospital which was published in The Morning Bulletin.  While researching this photograph, I found a sec-
ond one, also in the John Oxley Library, and attributed to The Mrs Annie Margaret Wheeler Papers.  The date was 
given as 1900-1910.  Unless Dr Voss changed on the day, the photograph was taken on a different day from the one 
displayed in the July Newsletter.  If you look closely, there are 19 children and babies being cared for. 

Old Rockhampton Hospital Post Office 

Did you know that the old Rockhampton Hospital Post 
Office is about to be replaced as part of the project to 
build a multi-storey car park?  The Post Office was 
opened by the Chairman of the Rockhampton Hospitals 
Board, Mr L. G. Haigh, on 9th December 1949 and com-
menced trading on the following Monday.  This photo-
graph was used on 1950 nurse graduation certificates.  
The building originally had a tiled roof.  The Sandrock 
Gates are open, but you can see the spaces for the 
double and two single gates.  A new Post Office is being 
built on the corner of North and Quarry Streets. 


