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‘Dedicated to preserving the health service history of Central Queensland’ 

President’s Report 

I am sure I am not alone when I wonder where the first 
six months of the year have gone. 

We have a small band of workers to help with preserv-
ing our collection and maintaining the displays.  Should 
anyone have an interest and some spare time we would 
love you to become involved in the upkeep of an area 
you may have an interest in, or to help with the general 
upkeep of the collection. 

Ashley Reid has the static display set up in the veranda 
area.  The present display remembers Rockhampton 
Hospital doctors between 1960 and 1983.  Our         
collection includes staff photographs which were taken 
during these years while Mr Tom Sale and Mr John 
Provan were the Medical Superintendents.  The framed 
photographs were hung in the Doctor’s Common Room 
at the Rockhampton Hospital.  Errol scanned all of these 
photos which included the names of those present and 
made display cards for each year.  He also prepared a 
spreadsheet to make it easier for visitors to find photo-
graphs of doctors they are interested in.  Ashley manag-
es the static displays with topics of interest and sets 
them up for all to enjoy. 

The band of Tuesday workers under the guidance of Del 
Leitgeb have a lovely morning chatting and working on 
the old nursing files, removing all pins, staples and any 
clips to ensure the files are preserved for many years to 
come.  As the group sorts and labels the files, the data 
is entered on our museum computer system by        
Lorraine.  It is planned that in the future if there is an 
inquiry about a nurse and the dates of training it can be 
traced through our data.  However this is a big job and 
will take quite a long time to compete. 

We are very fortunate to have Errol Payne as our secre-
tary.  He does a exceptional job with the secretarial 
work and newsletters and the research for our web 
page.  Errol attends to all queries which come in from 
various people.  We certainly appreciate his great work. 

In the library, Janet Iffinger and Errol are getting 
through the large number of books and labelling them 
with a numbering system for ease to find any topic re-
quired for research.  A total of 841 books have been 
found and recorded so far. 

Ashley is spending quite a bit of time working on early 
hospital registers which are an amazing source of infor-
mation.  Most of these records are holding up quite 
well although some of the binding is fragile. 

Each market day there are always members of the com-
mittee there to answer any question or just show visi-
tors around.  If you would like to be involved in usher-
ing visitors around the museum we would appreciate 
your assistance and I am sure you would enjoy bringing 
back memories from the days when you used some of 
the equipment. 

We had a large number of visitors through the Museum 
on the Village Festival day - it was great to see the in-
terest.  Members who attended were wearing the uni-
forms from the early days and the older generation 
really relate to that era. 

For several years, our volunteers were attending the 
Museum during school tours and conducting groups 
through the museum.  We have found it is impossible 
to keep doing this.  We are working on placing an infor-
mation sheet in each room with about 5 key points.  
Teachers or other guides can use these to help them to 
focus on what we believe are the important messages.  
They are also non-reflective and photograph well so 
people can take their own copy to view later.  This is an 
example from the Pharmacy Room. 

We were sorry to hear of the passing of Mrs Cecily 
Primmer on 22nd May 2017.  Cecily was the wife of our 
former Patron, Dr Con Primmer, and a strong supporter 
of our museum in her own right.  We have sent our 
condolences to the Primmer family. 

We encourage you to visit the Museum, brings your 
friends and family and if you would like to be included 
in our merry band of workers just give us a call. 

Lorraine Antonello 
President 
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Forthcoming 2017 Rockhampton Heritage Village 
Events 

Sunday 10th September 2017 
Market Day 

Sunday 26th November 2017 
Christmas Markets 

Please take the opportunity to visit our Museum during 
these events.  While the Museum is open daily, it is on 
Market Days that members of the Association plan to 
be on hand to help you with any enquiries and discuss 
the displays in more detail. 

Association Membership 

The Association appreciates your support for our activi-
ties. We operate on a normal financial year (July—June) 
so that memberships for the 2017-2018 financial year 
are now due.  

If you wish to join our Association, application forms are 
available from Committee members, from the Museum, 
from the Contact us page of our website 

www.achha.org.au 
or by emailing     secretary@achha.org.au  

Please make cheques payable to Australian Country 
Hospital Heritage Association Inc. and post to ACHHA 
Inc, Box 4035, Rockhampton Qld 4700 or pay by direct 
deposit to our Westpac Membership Account BSB 034-
210 Account No. 23-3836.  To enable us to identify you, 
please use your family name plus Mem (for member-
ship).  Any of the Committee members listed on the 
final page will be pleased to assist you. 

Membership Fees 
Annual 

 Individual   $20.00 

 Couple  $30.00 

Life 

 Individual  $200.00 

 Couple  $300.00 

Donations 
The Australian Country Hospital Heritage Association 
Inc (ABN: 86 751 554 596) is registered with the Austral-
ian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission.  If you 
wish to make a tax-deductible donation, please pay as 
above or by direct deposit to our Museum Account BSB-
034-210 Account No. 23-3844.  Please identify yourself 
by your family name plus Don (for donation) and make 
sure that we have your address for a receipt. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Mailed with this Newsletter you will find a Notice of 
our Annual General Meeting which this year will be 
held at 1:30 pm on Monday 25th September at the 
School of Arts Building in Bolsover St.  We would love 
to see you there.  The Annual General Meeting will 
be preceded by a short ordinary meeting at 1:00 pm. 

 Mrs. Annie Margaret Wheeler - "Mother of the 
Queenslanders" - Ashley Reid 

“The Centenary of ANZAC 2014-2018”, through the 
“QANZAC 100 Project”, has engaged with the commu-
nity, shared collections and stories and has highlighted 
the service of courageous soldiers and nurses while 
opening past military service history to an often new 
and younger audience.  While researching the local 
nurses who served in World War One (WW1) from this 
area, one name frequently appeared in Queensland 
newspaper articles written during and after this conflict 
- Mrs Annie Margaret Wheeler.   

Who was this lady and why was she given the title 
"Mother of the Queenslanders"? 

Annie Margaret Laurie was born on 10th December 
1867 to Scottish parents living at Saunders Station, Din-
go, Central Queensland.  She attended Springsure State 
School and later attended school in Rockhampton be-
fore undertaking General Nurse training at Sydney Hos-
pital.  

In a family history document, “The Wheeler Family”, 
written by Shirley Margaret (Betty) Williams in about 
1987, is mention of Mr Henry Gaudiano Wheeler of 
Cooroorah Station, near Blackwater, having suffered 
serious injuries in a fall from his horse.  He was brought 
to Rockhampton to Dr Vivian Voss’s Private Hospital 
where he was nursed by Annie.  They became engaged 
and married at St Paul’s Cathedral in Rockhampton on 
24th February 1896.  

Mr and Mrs Wheeler and their only daughter Portia 
later moved back to Rockhampton.  However, Mrs 
Wheeler was widowed in 1904.  An article written on 
the history of Mrs Wheeler and posted on Wikipedia 
tells that she took over the Criterion Hotel in Rock-
hampton before she and Portia left for England in 
March 1913 to visit relatives and for Portia to complete 
her education. 

At the outbreak of war in August 1914, Mrs Wheeler 
worked as a probationary nurse in a hospital in East-
bourne, Sussex.  This allowed Annie to meet and speak 
with Australian soldiers and nurses.  Very soon she real-
ised the strict censorship imposed when they wrote 
home combined with the length of time taken to re-
ceive letters and messages from home was causing 
great distress.  

Seeing the need for someone to connect Central 
Queensland soldiers and nurses to their families back 
home, she resigned from the hospital and worked tire-
lessly as a volunteer, soon earning the title "Mother of 
the Queenslanders". 

For the remainder of the war Mrs Wheeler visited sol-
diers and nurses stationed in England, visited wounded 
soldiers to ensure they received the help they needed, 
corresponded with soldiers and nurses on the battle-
fields, wrote fortnightly articles for local Central 
Queensland newspapers and wrote letters home to 

http://www.achha.org.au
mailto:secretary@achha.org.au
http://www.foxfamilyhistory.com/wheeler/wheelerfamily.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criterion_Hotel,_Rockhampton
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families.  To ensure mail from Central Queensland fami-
lies was received by their loved ones she had it sent to 
her address so she could forward it on. 

A special fund to support her work was established in 
Rockhampton after it was found she frequently gave 
soldiers her own money when they were granted leave 
and had not received their allowance.  To enable her to 
keep track of the serving personnel she kept a detailed 
card index system.  The State Library of Queensland 
holds over 2000 of these cards in a file box, shedding 
light on the details of many Queensland’s WWI service-
men and women.  
 

Image of Annie Margaret Wheeler on her calling card 
(ca. 1918). 

Many letters and articles written by Mrs Wheeler were 
published in Central Queensland newspapers following 
her visits to our local nurses serving in the Australian 
Army Nursing Service (AANS).  One such letter published 
in The Capricornian on Saturday 12th August 1916 men-
tions three local nurses.   

“CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS IN ENGLAND  

LETTER FROM MRS. H. G. WHEELER. 

Mrs. H. G. Wheeler, writing from London on  
    the 28th of June, says: --—  

"At the Ivanhoe Hotel last week I saw 
Sister Beryl Campbell on her way to 
Australia, Sister Kennedy on sick 
leave, and Sister Sadie Macdonald on 
her way to America to give evidence 
in a contested will case.  You   will 
remember that Madame Nordica died 
at Thursday Island Hospital when 
Miss Macdonald was matron there.  
The relatives obtained permission 
from the War Office to bring Miss 
Macdonald to America to give evi-
dence.  It will be a very nice way of 
spending a month's furlough she was 

entitled to after several months in 
Egypt.” 

Another letter published in The Capriconan on 
Saturday 10th August 1918 reads: 

“CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD. LETTER   
  FROM MRS. H. G. WHEELER. 

Mrs H. G. Wheeler, writing to Miss 
M. S. Trotman from London on the 
31st of May, says:— 

Sister Mary (May) Maloney wrote 
from the Twenty-fifth General Hos-
pital.  She has been nursing in 
France since February, and likes it 
better than nursing in England.” 

This next article was published after the 
signing of the Armistice in Novem-
ber 1918.  

“Morning Bulletin Tuesday 24 De-
cember 1918 Page 7 

CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS 
ABROAD. LETTER FROM MRS. H. G. 
WHEELER. 

Mrs. H. G Wheeler, writing to 
Miss M. S. Trotman from London 
on the 9th of October, says:  

Sister Flora Macdonald has been 
over on leave.  She was looking 
very well.  Since she returned I 
have heard that all the 1914 
nurses are to return to Australia if 
they wish, so I hope she will have 
a long earned rest.”  

Notice that Annie Margaret Wheeler is referred to in 
the above articles as Mrs H. G. Wheeler, using her late 
husband’s initials.  This custom was used as late as 1970 
but would be very rare now.  There was an intermedi-
ate period when some women reverted to their own 
initials ie. Mrs A. M. Wheeler when their husbands died.  
The term Ms came into use much later. 

Early in 1918 Mrs Wheeler began to experience ill 
health and a local Central Queensland Nurse, May Mac-
Donald, was sent from Rockhampton to assist her.  May 
was one of six daughters born to parents at Raglan, 
Central Queensland.  All six were nurses and her sisters 
Sadie and Flora both served with distinction overseas in 
AANS during WW1.  

Near the end of the war Mrs. Wheeler was provided a 
free passage home in November 1919 by the Australian 
Government.  Over 5000 people met her train at the 
Rockhampton train station and a cheering crowd ac-
companied her car through the street to a public recep-
tion held to welcome her home.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Library_of_Queensland
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A hero's welcome for Annie Wheeler on her return to 
Rockhampton, November 1919. 

A further honour was awarded when she returned to 
Springsure in December 1919, where a marble memori-
al fountain bearing the names of local WW1 service 
personnel was unveiled at the Springsure State School.  
As a past pupil Mrs. Wheeler’s name was included 
along with a well-known Springsure nurse and past  
pupil, Daisy Wharton Squire, who had served in AANS  
during WW1. 

Unveiling the War Memorial fountain in Springsure 
State School, 6 December 1919 

Another honour for Mrs. Wheeler occurred on 19th Oc-
tober 1920 when she become one of the first women in 
Queensland to be awarded an O.B.E.  This was given for 
"comforts and entertainments for the troops".  

So highly was she thought of by Central Queenslanders 
for her work that a Public Subscription was held and a 
home at Emu Park was built for her to live in.  Recalling 
stories of “The Laurie Family”, written by Norman Fred-
erick Fox about 1987, mention is made of Annie living at 
The Haven, Emu Park, from 1921 to 1947. 

The R.S.S.A.I.L.A of Rockhampton made Mrs. Wheeler 
an Associate Member of the League and presented her 
with a badge.  Her portrait was hung in their building. 

Mrs Wheeler’s outstanding contribution continues to 
be recognised and honoured as we commemorate the 
centenary of World War 1.  The Emu Park RSL           

Centenary of ANZAC Commemorative Project incorpo-
rates a descriptive panel in the “Gatehouse” display. 

Emu Park Centenary of ANZAC Commemorative       
Project. 

An article in the Central Queensland Herald on Thursday 
20th November 1947, titled “World War Veterans Fare-
well Mrs. Wheeler” informed readers she was moving to 
live in Surfers Paradise, Southern Queensland. 

Mrs. Annie Margaret Wheeler, “Mother of the Queens-
landers" died in Brisbane on 23rd October 1950, aged 83 
years, and was cremated at the Mt Thompson Cremato-
rium.  Her memorial at the crematorium includes the 
words:  

"She lived not unto herself" 

Memorial plaque for Annie Margaret Wheeler and 
family members at the Mt Thompson Crematorium. 

Sources: 

The Wheeler Family   

Annie Margaret Wheeler, ca. 1918 to 1921   Wikipedia, 
the free encyclopedia 

TROVE newspapers   https://www.google.com.au/?
gws_rd=ssl#q=trove+newspapers 

Emu Park Centenary of ANZAC Commemorative Project 

State Library of Queensland 

http://blogs.slq.qld.gov.au/ww1/tag/annie-margaret-
wheeler/ 

The Laurie Connection 

Finding Loved Ones | Final Resting Place | Mt. Thomp-
son Memorial Gardens & Crematorium 

 

 

 

https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/853/Emu-Park-Centenary-of-ANZAC-Commemorativ
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/853/Emu-Park-Centenary-of-ANZAC-Commemorativ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brisbane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mt_Thompson_Crematorium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mt_Thompson_Crematorium
http://www.foxfamilyhistory.com/wheeler/wheelerfamily.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Wheeler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Wheeler
https://www.google.com.au/?gws_rd=ssl%23q=trove+newspapers
https://www.google.com.au/?gws_rd=ssl%23q=trove+newspapers
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/853/Emu-Park-Centenary-of-ANZAC-Commemorativ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Library_of_Queensland
http://blogs.slq.qld.gov.au/ww1/tag/annie-margaret-wheeler/
http://blogs.slq.qld.gov.au/ww1/tag/annie-margaret-wheeler/
http://www.foxfamilyhistory.com/wheeler/lauriefamily.htm
http://www.mtthompsoncrem.com.au/find-loved-ones
http://www.mtthompsoncrem.com.au/find-loved-ones
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Mount Morgan Hospital staff ca. 1904 

In our August 2016 newsletter, we published a beauti-
fully restored image of the 1890 official opening of 
Mount Morgan’s first hospital, The General.  Sydney 
resident, Catherine McIntosh, inherited the weathered 
original photograph in her family’s collection.  Her   
maternal great-grandfather, Lincolnshire-born Thomas 
Upsell Stubbs (1868-1954), appears in the photograph 
as a band member.  Catherine had the photograph ex-
pertly restored and labelled and presented our Associa-
tion with a print to place on our website and to display 
in our museum. 

During her research into the 1890 photograph, Cathe-
rine came across two other rare photos of Mount Mor-
gan’s first hospital and staff taken in 1896 and 1904.  In 
this newsletter, we are publishing the 1904 photograph 
which Catherine found at the Mount Morgan Historical 
Museum.  As was the case for the previous photos, 
Catherine organised the restoration, labelling and print-
ing before presenting a copy to our collection.   

This 1904 photograph includes the hospital’s doctors, 
nurses and the dispenser.  It is pleasing that this photo-
graph is accompanied by the names of all participants 
except one nurse.   While researching the photograph, 
we did find reference in the newspapers to most of the 
nurses named and also to a Nurse Spink who was at the 
Hospital in both December 1904 and December 1905 

and a Nurse Hoare who helped with the Christmas dec-
orations in December 1905.  Perhaps the unnamed 
nurse is one of these. 

Catherine advises that the image was originally printed 
back-to-front from a glass negative.  This often hap-
pened.  The error was discovered through a seemingly 
insignificant detail – a hair part.  Men traditionally part 
their hair on the left as was the case for the dispenser, 
George Howard, in the 1896 hospital photograph. Yet in 
the 1904 image Mr Howard’s hair is parted on the right. 
Fortunately, the error was discovered and digital image 
was flipped horizontally. 

Because the persons in the photograph have been iden-
tified, it provides us with the opportunity to touch on 
the stories of some of them, based on information 
available in the newspapers and other sources such as 
family history websites.  This will give us a small insight 
into the lives of these people in the early part of the 
20th century when the photograph was taken. 

We know that Mount Morgan was prosperous because 
of the extraordinarily rich gold seam being mined.  
However, conditions would have been difficult.  Mining 
was a dangerous activity, so the opening of the new 
hospital in 1890 would have been very important for 
the townsfolk.  Residents as well as miners would have 
been subjected to sulphur dioxide fumes from the 
mine.  The “Big Stack” was built in 1905 to disperse the 
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fumes into the atmosphere.  However, it was inevitable 
that some would reach the town depending on wind 
and weather conditions.  As seen in photographs, the 
hospital was quite a grand building as was the nurses’ 
quarters which were only four years old when this staff 
photograph was taken.  The nurses in their white      
uniforms would have been quite striking compared to 
the darker dress of most of the citizens.  All the nurses 
were required to live in the quarters and they would not 
have been permitted to wear their uniforms outside the 
hospital precinct. 

Turning to the nurses, we know that the photograph 
includes two women who were destined to serve in the 
Australian Army Nursing Service in World War 1.  These 
nurses have previously been researched by Ashley Reid 
and you may read a brief account of their service here:   

    http://achha.org.au/WW1-AANS-ver-3.php 

They are Nurse Margaret Ayrene Perrier (1887 – 1971) 
(back row, third from left) and Nurse Myra Alexandra 
McClelland (1881 – 1962) (back row, fourth from left).  
Nurse Perrier enlisted on 27th August 1917 at age 30 and 
served in Egypt and Suez.  Nurse McClelland enlisted on 
14th June 1915 at age 33 and served in Egypt, France, 
Italy and England.  When she died at age 81, she was 
buried in the Mount Morgan Cemetery. 

We know that the dispenser, George Howard (back row, 
third from right), was a long-term staff member of the 
hospital since he was also in the 1896 photograph.  Re-
search on Trove tells us that he was there at least until 
1910.  Nurse Blythman (seated, far right) is also present 
in the 1890 Mount Morgan Hospital photograph.  She is 
the only original nurse pictured, as far as we know. 

We were also able to establish that the matron, Miss 
Dunn (seated centre) started nurse training at the 
Mount Morgan hospital on 1st July 1898.  After more 
than five years at the hospital, she was appointed     
matron on 13th May 1903.  She left Mount Morgan to 
take an appointment at Chillagoe on 13th October 1907.   

Minnie Christmas was one of at least three women in 
the Christmas family who became nurses in Central 
Queensland.  Minnie’s older sister Rosa Annie qualified 
at the Rockhampton Hospital in 1901 and was matron 
from 1906 - 1919.  Both Minnie and Rosa were born in 
England.  We also know that Minnie married the hospi-
tal’s dispenser, Mr George Howard in 1907.  Together 
they had five children.  Minnie died in Rockhampton in 
1969 aged 87 while George died in Sydney in 1924 aged 
fifty-five. 

A younger sister, Jessie Violet, was born in Queensland 
after the family emigrated.  Her father was a light keep-
er at Bustard Head.  Jessie started training at Rock-
hampton Hospital in March 1905.  However, she re-
signed in 1906.  It is possible that she completed her 
nurse training at another hospital but we have not been 
able to confirm that yet. In an amazing coincidence, 
Jessie married the dispenser at the Rockhampton Hospi-
tal, Mr James Daley, in 1911.  Mr Daley served at the 

Rockhampton hospital for at least 15 years.  Jessie was 
described as a nurse on her marriage certificate. 

The identification of Dr Cameron as Resident Surgeon 
creates uncertainty as to whether the photograph was 
actually taken in 1904 or 1905.  If taken in 1904, the 
Resident Surgeon would have been Dr G. L. Murray.  He 
was appointed to the position on 19th March 1898 when 
he was 26 years old, resigned in November 1904 and 
left Mount Morgan on December 1st 1904.  From      
reports in the Morning Bulletin accessed through Trove, 
we know that Dr Donald Cameron, his replacement, did 
not arrive in Mount Morgan until 9th January 1905.  He 
resigned from the position in January 1907.  Whether 
2004 or 2005 makes little difference to the value of the 
photograph but will be important to family members 
researching the history of either of the doctors. 

Christmas Day, always an important day, was given spe-
cial attention in the hospitals for two important reasons.  
Firstly, patients were kept in hospital for quite long peri-
ods with ailments which would now be treated without 
admission.  Secondly, nurses were obliged to live in the 
quarters at the hospital.  Many of these young women 
would therefore be unable to spend the day with family.  
Staff and volunteers put a lot of effort into decorating 
the wards.  The Morning Bulletin of 27th December 
1905 reports that: 

“The Matron, (Nurse Dunne), assisted by Nurses 
Blythman, McClelland, Lord, Christmas, Hoare and 
Spink, Miss J Hughes and several lady and gentleman 
assistants, had decorated the two male and one fe-
male ward in a very tasty manner.  Greenery was 
festooned around the walls and pictures and mot-
toes appropriate to the occasion were interspersed.  
In the centre of each ward, a large tier of plants was 
erected, and the whole effect was very pleasing.  The 
main entrance was draped with a large Union Jack 
from which was appended a motto wishing all the 
compliments of the season.” 

Communicable diseases are always a risk for hospital 
staff.  We read that Nurse McClelland suffered from 
Typhoid Fever in mid-1905.  Dr Cameron spent several 
weeks confined to bed in late 1905 with pneumonia.  
Tragedy struck for Nurse Small in December 1905 when 
her brother was fatally injured.  She was granted special 
leave. 

When we seek out newspaper information about the 
other two hospital doctors in the photograph, Dr S. S. 
Bernardi (standing, second from left) and Dr S. J. Rich-
ards (seated, second from left) we read that they joined 
with another Mount Morgan doctor, Dr A. C. Mackenzie, 
to establish the Dudley Private Hospital in Mount Mor-
gan on 16th August 1909.  Nurse Molloy took over the 
hospital in May 1915 and renamed it The Albert - but 
that’s another story. 

It was common practice for doctors employed by hospi-
tals in smaller cities and towns to be granted the right to 
undertake private practice.  This had a two-fold benefit - 

http://achha.org.au/WW1-AANS-ver-3.php
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Association contact details: 

Australian Country Hospital Heritage Association Inc. 
PO Box 4035 Rockhampton Qld 4700 
[Incorporation Number: IA20217] 
Website: www.achha.org.au   Email: enquiries@achha.org.au 

Elected Office Bearers 
   President:           Lorraine Antonello 
   Vice-President:  Christine Putman 
   Secretary:           Errol Payne 
   Treasurer:           Kay Smith 
 
    Archivist:          Yvonne Kelley 

Committee Members 
  Nancy Crapp 
  Del Leitgeb 
  Carol McIver 
  Ashley Reid 
  Norma West 

 
Visit to our Museum 

When Catherine McIntosh visited Rockhampton      
recently, she took the opportunity to visit the Museum 
and see the Mount Morgan photo display set up on the 
hallway wall.  The set includes three of our photos 
showing the 1890 main building, the 1900 nurses’ 
quarters and Mount Morgan street view from about 
1920,  plus the three “people” photographs donated by 
Catherine.  The photograph below shows Catherine 
holding her 1890 Stubbs family photograph, which in-
cludes her great-grandfather Thomas Upsell Stubbs as 
a band member at the opening of the hospital. 

The 1890 photograph is dedicated to the memory of 
Catherine’s maternal great grandmother, English-born 
Lillian Elizabeth Stubbs (née Ryder), who succumbed to 
pneumonia at Mount Morgan’s first hospital in 1915 
(aged 46). 

 

 

  

Dr Vivian Voss with nurses and babies at the          
Rockhampton Women’s Hospital ca. 1910 

This photograph recently appeared in the The Morning 
Bulletin.  As far as I could see, the source was not iden-
tified.  However, I tracked it to the John Oxley Library 
and was surprised to see that the source was identified 
as The Mrs Annie Margaret Wheeler Papers so it ties in 
with Ashley’s story.  The date was given as 1900-1910. 

If you look closely, there are 10 babies to be seen.  Two  
of the three who did not make it into the arms of a 
nurse are not so happy.  Notice the bassinet and scales.  
We often tell visitors that the old baby weighing scales 
required that you balance the baby in the basket with 
weights on the other end of the beam.  Dr Voss was 
well ahead of that with a set of direct reading scales as 
seen here.  Remember that he also had one of the first 
X-ray machines in Australia at the Hillcrest hospital by 
1900. 

the doctors could augment their incomes and the hos-
pital could reduce its salary costs.  When doctors found 
private practice to their liking, they would often trans-
fer fully to the private sector and serve their communi-
ties in this capacity for many years. 

It is not difficult to appreciate how much this group of 
professionals contributed to the welfare of the Mount 
Morgan community.  


